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Social Work Keeps
49-Year-0Old Bank
Employee Going

Ketan Tanna | TN

Bhupinder Singh Kohli will

I 1’s one experience 49-year-old
never forget.

‘The route from Sion Hospital to
Vasai is a long one, and a terrible
stench was emanating from the
body. Kohli, afraid that he would
throw up and be unable to drive,
asked the victim’s son to keep sprin-
kling rose water on it en route.

After he somehow reached
Vasai, a new problem emerged. The
body was on a stretcher and so de-
composed that if lifted, the legs
would have given way. So, Kohli,

This Navi Mumbai resi- who owned the stretcher, let
dent, who works with the State it burn along with the body:
Bank of India, was asked by, Gory as it all sounds,
the family members of a 2006 Kohli says this is all ina day's
Mumbai train blasts victim work for him. Senior assis-
whether he could help them tant at an SBI branch in CBD
cart the mutilated body from Belapur, driven by a strong
Sion Hospital to theirhomein | CITY OF | altruism, devotes his time to
Vasai for the final rites. Kohli, | ANGELS | social service whenever he’s

who runs a free ambulance
service, agreed readily. The problem
‘was that the body had decomposed
and its parts were just about holding
together on the stretcher.

not working at his office.
‘Whether it’s collecting medi-
cines for charitable dispensaries,
medical camps in remote areas,
old-age homes and leprosy reha-

Bhupinder Singh Kohli does social work for children as well

gataeep Singh

bilitation centres, or collecting
clothes, utensils, books and toys
for the needy in villages or mak-

ing available medical equipment
like walkers, bedpans, saline
stands and oxygen cylinders for

Bhupinder Singh Kohli's
 fingers are in many a pie—
 from getting medicines for
 charitable dispensaries
- and medical camps in
_remote areas to collecting
clothes for the needy in
illages. But what stands
out is his free ambulance
service for mishap victims

poor patients—Kohli’s fingers are
in many a pie. He also does social
work for children.

But what stands out is his free
ambulance service for accident vic-
tims, which began one evening in
2000 when he saw a man hit by a ve-
hicle begging for help near Uran Pha-
ta. It was late in the evening, and no
one heeded the cries of the victim
‘who was bleeding and in bad shape.
Kohli, on his way home then, im-

mediately took him into his car and
rushed him to the nearest hospital.

After that, for two years, he used
his car to rush accident victims to
the nearest hospital, advertising this
with a sticker that had his mobile
number and the announcement,
“Free Hospital Within Navi Mum-
‘bai During Night”, on it.

Subsequently, a well-wisher do-
nated a Maruti van, which he now
uses to transport injured victims to
hospitals and bodies to their home
or the crematorium. So far, he has
helped almost 150 people.

In order to be more effective,
Kohli has taken seven first-aid
courses in several city hospitals.
He’s also compiled a database of
over 5,000 blood donors. Evidently,
he means to give his mission all
that it takes.

Bhupinder Singh Kohli can be
contacted on 9821421058; email:
ghanaiyaji@khalsa.com

Ketan.tanna@timesgroup.com




